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He’s visited all world’s

By Donald Yabush

_.__H.:m World is Yours,'” obvi-
ously meant for his young pu-

JESSE JIART Rosdail is a | pils.

58-year-old teacher of S5th
graders in west suburban
Glendale Heights. On the
blackboard he has written

But it also is Rosdail's driv-
ing ambition—to congquer the
world, as a traveler,

A slight, mild-mannered

man of quiet, even veice and
demeanor, he has done what
ne other human has ever
managed to do.

He has visited 226 independ-
ent nations and dependent ter-
ritories—all the world’s coun-

Tribyne Phojo by Walter Kale

Jesse Hart Rosdail showing interested 5th grade students the parts of the
globe he visited. Students, from left, are, Mike Kowal, JoAnne OQOalmer,
Patty Crokin, and Miles Hawkins,

tries,

arctica, the Peoples Republic
of China, North Korea, North
Viet Nam, and Cuba. His feat

has been listed in the Guiness
Book of World Records since

THE $AND I10-year-old
youngsters in Rosdail'’s class
think he's something special,
because of his world travels.

‘“He's real gooed on geogra-’

phy. He tells us lots of sto-
ries,” said Jackie Martin, 10,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Jack
Martin, of 136 Armitage Av.,
Glendale Heights,

“l think he’s cool, ‘cause
he’s &trict, but interesting,'
confided Patricia Malouf, 10,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
James Malouf, 85 Cambridge
Lane, Glendale Heights,

The ‘“cool” and “strict”
Rosdail said he's pretty much
that way when he’s on the
high roads and the byways of
the world. It's not a matter of
temperment, but years of
training.

Rosdail, a modern-day Phi-
leas Fogg, who circled the
globe in 80 days, is not racing
against time when he sets out
on his travels, He plans a de-
liberate journey, flying to one
country or continent, then uses
thatspot as a base for guing
elsewhere in the vicinity.

“TRAVELING has always
come natural to me,” Rosdail
said in his white, two-story
frame house at 386 Elm St.,
Elmhurst. “I guess it really
began when I was a 14-year-
old Jowa farm boy and my
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wanted to make an auto trip
to Lewiston, Washl, to visit
relatives there. My father had
died when I was eight and I
was an only child.

“Since I was the only one in
our party who knew how to
drive a car, I was named driv-
er. That ‘was in 1928, when
America had only a few goed
roads, . ."

Rosdail later was graduated
from the University of Iowa
with a business degree and
went into various commercial
ventures. But he found their
t wo-weeks yearly vacation
schedules too restrictive for
his restlessness. Rosdail decid-
ed to become a teacher so he
could have two tonths a year
for his avocation.

DURING THOSE years,
Rosdail has visited exotic and
familiar places thruout the
world,

He keeps a Land Rover
truck in Addic Ababa, Etho-
pia, for his African jaunts. He
maintains ties with fishing
boat skippers thruout the
world who may be going his
way. And he knows most of
the world’s scheduled and non-
scheduled airline routes.

His journeys have taken him
to such distant spots as Pite-
airn Island in the South Pacif-
ic, most of the Antarctic sub-
continent, all of South and
Central America [except Cuba,
he said ruefullyl, all of Asia
lexcept four Communist bas-
tions], Europe, most of North

America [except a couple of

—except 5

Canadian provinces], Australia,
and New Zealand,

What’s the driving motiva-
tion behind it all, and how can
be afford his travels?

“The motivation, I guess, is
like the mountain climber,
when asked why he climbed
mountains at all, said ‘because
they're there.! That's my way
of thinking. I want to visit
every nation for the same rea-
son—hecause they’re there.”

HIS TRAVELS are financed
by a small yearly sum from
an inheritance and his sav-
ings.

He has traveled Europe by
bicycle, hiked thruout the jun-
gles of the world, sat crossleg-
ged at firesides in Australia's
“Outback,” in Japan's north-
ern most jslands, Brazilan jun-
gles, and on wind-swept Pacif-
ic islands. Eery nation and
territory [except for a few
small isolated islands] have
felt the footsteps of this five-
foot, seven-inch, 143-pound in-
satiable traveler,

Rosdail's traveling luggage
consists of an 18inch-long
zippered case into which he
crams meager necessities, a
small camera, and film.

ONCE HE ARRIVES at his
destination, he manages (o
travel as cheaply as possible.
On some frips across conti-
nents, he's managed to keep
his expenses below $1 a day,
thanks to the hospitality of
locals.

. But everything hasn’t been
rosy for Rosdail.

Once, while cycling thru a
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Jesse Hart Rosdail and his wife, Dorothy, Jooking
over an album of photographs of his travels.

small southern Egyptian ham-
let, the locals mistook him for
an Israeli spy and were pre-
pared to make him the guest
of henor at a hanging party.
Afriendly Egyptian, who
spoke a few words of English,
came to hisaid and managed
to help him pedal out of town
baefore the necktie party
caught up with him.

Rosdail said he’s determined
to add those five elusive coun-
tries to his *‘conguests,” tho
he doesn’t know how long it
will take, His numerous visa
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WHEN HE thought he hqd
achieved something of a re-
cord back in 1968, he sent his
evidence to the editors of the
Guiness Book of World Re;
cords in England. They took
their time checking his claims,
then they declared him to Be’
the most traveled human in
the world.

Who did Rosdail succeed as
title-holder? Robert Ripley, be-
lieve it or not.

applications have been
nored, he said.
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By Michae! Hirsley

" J. HART ROSDAIL, like most of his
Elmhurst neighbors, has never been to

. -China, North Korea, North Viet Nam,
French Antarctica, or Cuba.

But he has been fo every other
country in the world, unlike anyone
else known to the Guiness Book of
World Records.

. Having visited 221 of.the 226 coun-
fries on the official world list, fhe
‘beacher is listed in the record book as
the world's most traveled man.

“. ROSDAIL HAD LOGGED 1,454,700
miles in foreign travel as of last Sep-
tember, That’s when he returged from
Africa and India, just in time'to re-
sume teaching 5th grade at Glen Hill
-Bchool in Glendale Heights.

The achoel is 10 minutes from his
house, “I don't like to go far to
work,” he said,

His globe-trotting record is not one
for which he conscipusly worked.

1 just like to travel,” said Rosdail,
standing near the fireplace in hig
home. With his ciose-cropped dark
hair, the 61-year-cld! wanderer looked
to be in his late 40s.

HE LIMITS his overseas .travel to
the three-month summer vacation, and
admits he switched from accounting to
teaching in 1960 in order.to get more
vacation time for {raveling,

“I particularly like waterfalls, des-
erts, and wide open spaces,” said
Rosdad holding a maraca-shaped hao-

wpabybulb and stem he brought back

" much belter than the cities.”

. from Angola. “I-like.the coumtryside

J Hart Rosdail discueses hIS travels with his*5th- qrade class at GIenn-H:II School in Glendala Hengts&

:He s on the road to

He has been around the world nlne
times, he said, and has visited “917:
homes, for a meal, overnight stay, er
both.”

HIS FIRST TRIP sbroad in 1934, on
a freighter, cost him $37.50. He said
he spent 11 months of that year, “my
wander year after college gradua-
tion,"” traveling 11,000 miles by bicycle
and on foot in every European country
except Albania. The excursion cost
him $300, he recalled, including round-
trip transportation.

Rosdail’s penchant for statistics mo-
tivated his wife, Dorothy, te buy him
the Guinness book as a Christmas pre-
sent in 1967.

One of the first things he observed
upon cpening the book was that he
had outdistanced .the edition’s recog-
nized “most traveled man.” The title-
holder was Robert L. Ripley of “Be-
lieve It or Not” fame.

WITH URGING from his wifé and
two daughters, Rosdail eontacted the
Guinness publishers. His eight pass-
ports stamped cover to cover by cus-
toms officials helped substantiate his
claim to the record,

He has been trying unsuccessfully
for_years to visit his five “missing”
countries, He's been unable to find
transportation to French Antarctica in
the South Indian Ocean and unable to
get permission fo visit the Communist
countries of China, Cuba, North Ko-
rea, and Viet Nam.

“Cuba is the most frustrating,” he
said. “It is s0 close Inever bothered
«to go there when I could. I always

'anywﬁere“

thought I'd do It later "y o

HIS PLANS for this summer cnll for
a 14th trip to Aftica and.a return visit - |
to-Northern Scotland “i0 ses 2 couple’s
of spots I've overlook oy

Spots he has not overlocked ingludex |

'® Two remote Pacific islands; Pit-
cairn and Juan Ferngndez, the furmer 1
where the “Bounty” mutineers landed, s
the latter made famous in Daniel De-
foe's novel, “Robinson Crusoe.” 1

® The Soviet Union, where Rosdail |
is probably the {irst, and.perhaps the
only, American to ride a bicycle from I
Leningrad to Moscow. |

® French Somaliland in  Africa, I
where a sandstorm sent him stume
bling inte the camp of Askari soldiers. "
They thought he was a spy and kept
him prisoner for three days, he said,
“but let me go because nobody came
looking Ior me and I was using up
their fi

Constant companions in his travels,
which consisted of plenty of camping,
were his black picyele and an 18-inch
long pack for provisions. Relying on
thera and onlocal hospitality, he said
he often traveled on less than $1 a
day.

HIS WIFE and daughters, Melinda
and Maren, accompanied him on enly
one foreign trip, visiting many Euro-
pean cities in 1954, Adopting his Spar-
tan style, they camped on the eities’
outskirts.

He admitied, however, that his hob-
by gets more expensive every year.

Drawing from his salary and a
small inheritance, he spent more than
$4,000 on an ambitious three-month
trip receptly.
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¥Hart” Rosdail, Elmhurst teacher who' 1s”"consldered’to fy

befthe world's most ‘extensive traveler,.djsplays the con-"
tenta ‘of the uingle bag he ‘carries. While trayeling. Among, <
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nger has developed“quite |
,rapu,tgtlon 857 globectrotter;«
; but even he’ tgkes a'back seat

‘Rosdyl 2 WIS o
' Rosdall," 2, ‘hasi visited' 222
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him ;:s ;hc* persan, “who has
probably, yisned more’
\pes tl;an anyang. A

BUD ROSDA[L is hardly one
to rest on his laurgls! #¢ '%
" The: Daﬁy News caught up.
with' him, Thugsday, the' day he
hadoreturned “trom" New

Guinea.& He'llﬂ"htt the™ rroaci

again: next’ week*for the Line:

*traln is never. too d:;ﬂcul;, and

ot HIS WIFE. D.Qrothy. rarely

i Rosdail } hegan'i1

+ The only countries Rosdail
hasn't vishted are North Korea.,
‘China:and the’Frenchr ‘Antarcs
tic.* He hopes’ for Chma*jour—
ney later this year.s T T A
'*‘Slncew "began a‘countlng.
mlleage in 1634, Rosdal] *estiz,
thates he has traveled 1 5 mlI-
lion, miles. wﬂls...b:ggest year.
avas int 1974, gwhen he toted up
70,000 miles. %y
A m afrald to tigure oyt how
ntich ¥ maney 413 spend ¥ tray-
ellng * he said?+'] can still get
by for, §1 a“day ‘for* food and
lodging, (he Fusesf al sleepmg
-bag and eats 2 lot of bread) —
8 the, Cost? ot_;ggtt%mg trom
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1062 afterfé:‘;a,nmnspectacular
busingss’ care n‘ :He teaches
hrth-graders*‘at ‘Glen’ Hill:
Schaoi in  Glendale Helghts, oo
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