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FREDERICK H. ROHMEYER o {8 3%

Frederick H, Rohmeyer came to this country from Eanover, Germany, in 1857 eand
located at Newark, N. J. He cams to Chlcago a ahort time later and what is now State
Street with high buildings wan just a little strect of frame shacks. He left Chicago
and started for Jordan, Minn. which is about 30 miles eouth of St. Paul. He left
Chicago by rail for Dubuque, Iowa, sand then had to change to steamboat on the Mississ-
ippi river the rest of the way. He had the misfortune while on this steambont of loos-
ing the trunk containing ell of his clothing. In those days the skipper end his assist-.
ants did not always get along together end it was a common otcurence to have them steal
clothing belonging to the passengers. There wes a depression in those deys end there
wap no money in circulation po he found himself quite penniless.

During the fall of this year he helped his relatives to horvest their crops and
not feéling as though he wanted to become s burden to them he set out on foot to sSt.
Peaul in search of work. As night approached and es he was walking through the woods
he saw & light like a bonfire and upon coming closer to it found it to be & band of
Indians encamped for rthe night. They were very nice to him and the next day he
returned to his relatives. A few weeks later, in the midst of winter, he started ocut
with only the clothes he had on which were only of summer weight and aleng the road he
ret on Iudlan walklng along with an ox team who put him on the wegon smong s load of
buffalo hides that he was hauling to & trading post. Whoen hé reached St. Paul he found
employment with a wealthy family who owned e great deal of resl estate but had all thelr
money tled up as this depression was stlll on. The following spring he worked his way
cast, back to Newark, N. J. Mr. Rohmeyer stayed here for e few years and leter the rest
of hie femily came from Germeny.

They liked the East very much end his father secured work as foreman in & factory.
Pollowlfiz the Civil.Tar.and’the political campaigns of Abrham Lincoln running for Pres-
ident, factories shut down and no employment cculd be found. His father grew homesick
for Germany end the family returned there shorily thereafter. Mr. Rohmeyer's father
dled a short time after his return to Germany wso the rest of the femily sold out

end ~osme beck to.the United -States end :in 1867 located- in Elmlurst..
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Mr. Kolmeyer was & blackemith and opened up a place of business in the blackemith
shop now owned and run by Louis Balgemann, Jr. on S, York Street. They had their home
end small farm on W. St. Crarled Rd. in which place Mre. Rohmeyer, who observed her
84th birthdey on May 18, 1936 by having a group of old friends stop in during the efters
noon for tea, and her t.wo sons still live, ¥r. Rohmeyer having peseed awey about 5 years
ago at the age of 93 years. He was the Superintendmnt of the Elmlmrst Light end Power

Plent for 7 or 8 years. Walter and Alfred both attended grade schools in Elmhurst and

Waltér gradusted from one of the first high school clésses in the village. He attend-
ed the University of Chicego and graduated eas a chmist. He worked for the Chicago
Laboratoriesa under Dr. Evens and also for the City of Chicego under Durm's administratior

Walter also worked for Nelson Morris now owned by Armour & Co. &nd wes aled a chemist

for the Marquetie Cement Co., and retired from eactive business shout 15 years ago.
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