
MAKERY PROJECT: 

Laser-Cut 
House Etching
(using Photoshop software)

TIME: Three hours
SKILL: Intermediate

Engraving a home on wood 
makes a heartwarming 
memento to give or keep. 
Complicated software is 
broken down into easy steps 
that’ll have friends and family 
marveling at your crafty skills. 

Note: Children younger than 
middle school must be directly 
supervised by an adult.

Materials You Need to Bring

Equipment Provided in the Makery

TIPS: 
• Bringing extra wood is always a good idea. 
• The maximum size wood the laser cutter 

can accommodate is 12 x 20 inches. 
• Don’t have a camera? A DSLR camera is 

available for check out from the Library of 
Extraordinary Things. 

UNFINISHED WOOD PLAQUE LINE DRAWING 
SAVED ON A FLASH DRIVE

View more tutorials and get more information 
about the Makery at elmlib.org/makery

LASER CUTTER



1   PREP: 
Take a photo of your house and store it on a flash drive. Avoid 
harsh sunlight that causes shadows or reflective surfaces. 
Houses with the least amount of surrounding foliage tend to 
have the best results. 

2   EDIT: 
a. Open Photoshop Elements and select [Photo Editor.]

NOTE: Photoshop Elements is available in the Computer Lab 
on the 2nd Floor. 

b. From the Application Menu, click [File] and select [Open]. 
Locate the image of your house and click [Open]. 

c. Switch Photoshop Elements to [Expert] mode. 

d. Select “Crop” from the left panel. Click and drag the 
bisecting squares to crop unwanted edges of your image. 
Click the green check when finished.

e. In the Application menu, click [Image] then [Resize] 
and select [Image Size…] Adjust the width and height 
(proportionately) to most closely match the size of your 
wood plaque. 

f. Change image to black and white by selecting [Enhance] 
from the top menu, select [Adjust Color], and click 
[Adjust Hue/Saturation].

g. Drag the Saturation bar to -100 so your image is in black 
and white. 

h. Select [Filter] from the Application Menu then [Stylize] 
and [Find Edges.] Your image should now look like a line 
drawing. 

i. Select [Enhance] then [Adjust Lighting] and select 
[Brightness/Contrast]. Adjust the brightness and contrast 
as needed to darken or lighten lines in your image. 

j. Select the [Eraser] tool from the left panel. Click and 
drag to erase any unwanted details of your image. 

k. Select [File] from the top menu and click Save As. Save 
the file once as a Photoshop (.psd) file. Then, save it a 
second time as a JPEG (.jpeg) file. 

3   RESERVE: 
Reserve the Laser Cutter at elmlib.org/lasercutter. 

NOTE: A 6” x 8” piece of wood takes one hour to etch. It is 
recommended to book extra time, especially for first-timers. 
The maximum per reservation is 2 hours.

4   CREATE: 
Bring your wood with your prepared design saved on a 
USB drive. Find a Makery staff member to facilitate the 
cutting process.

Share your creation #elmhurstmakery
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