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A n Editorial
By DR. J. CHRISTIAN BAY
All mankind feels elated at the thought of a new country opening itself to the conquering efforts of a new culture. It has been
stated often and again that after a couple of centuries of continued
occupation our eastern provinces took on the character of an old and
settled land, from which a younger generation would emigrate in
search of new opportunities and new contentment.
We can fully understand that when our forefathers penetrated as
far as the western slope of the Alleghenies, or looked out from Cumberland Gap over the western plains and river valleys, they felt the
spirit of a new patriotism running through their veins and were
imbued with a new spirit of powerful enterprise, in the access of
which they went out cheerfully to reconstruct a new frontier.
This continued moving of the frontier, this pushing out into
the West of our fundamental forms of life, has been the saving
grace of our American civilization. It has protected us from internal
unrest and anarchy, and it has furnished many of us with new and
surprising views of life and with the principles of action which we are
still elaborating.
Illinois is an incident in this development, so is Chicago, and
even in a larger measure, so are Elmhurst and DuPage county. From
a wider point of view, our state history is but a footnote in the general
history of the world, but the world's history would not be complete
without this footnote, and the mentality of the present generation
would be primitive indeed if its efforts were not directed toward the
best possible elucidation of local events, their causes and consequences. After all, the local struggles for progress and development,
general and individual, are just as important as our national and
original struggles; in fact, our local history is but a reflection of our
national history, and our achievements accumulate even locally to the
advantage of the nation in general.
I fear that generally a too large proportion of our contemporaries
have neglected the opportunity to become historical minded, or perhaps they have lacked the opportunity to take that pride in local
history and local force which determines every man's share in his
home community. We therefore may view the Centennial of Elmhurst as an opportunity for many of us to renew such a pride and1
for many others to absorb the enthusiasm that naturally comes with
a realization of collective accomplishment.
If persons realize that in the settlement and development of
Elmhurst hundreds of good people have contributed their hopes and
aspirations, their work, their constructive efforts, unconsciously bettering conditions for themselves as they bettered them for the public
welfare and for the coming generations, much will be gained for our
future. To perfect a picture of this cumulative effort, is the pleasant
privilege of the historian, and your Centennial committee is issuing
this book in the sincere hope that after the Centennial has become
a memory, many more of our citizens will become historical minded
and will devote more constructive thought to the solving of the problems of our community.
In gathering and compiling the stories and the pictures which
fill these pages, it has been the Centennial committee's hope that it
might reconstruct the little community that centered upon Cottage
Hill, with its 49 houses, including the post office and St. Mary's
church. But I think we might be perfectly content if the spirit and
practices of some of these pioneers may remain with us as an example
of patience, high endeavor and contentment, and become exemplified
in the younger generation now called upon to share with us the
memories of the last 100 years.
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Gala 10-Day Program
W i l l M a r k the End o f
A Century of G r o w t h
Ten days of parades, pageantry,
sports, music, thrills and entertainment will mark the celebration of the
completion of the city of Elmhurst's
first 100 years of history from June 3
to 13 this year.
Never in the history of the community has any undertaking so ambitious and so broad in its scope been
attempted. Nor is anything quite so
grand likely to be repeated in Elmhurst for another 100 years, regardless of how rapid the city's growth
and expansion may be in the years to
come.
Beginning with the formal opening
of a display of antiques and other
items of historical significance in the
store and shop windows of the city's
business section on Wednesday, June
3, something of interest has been
planned to entertain residents and
visitors every day until the wind-up
of the program Saturday, June 13.
Thursday, June 4, will be featured
by a show of magic by Dr. Harlan
Tarbell, Elmhurst's own nationally
known magician, who has arranged
a program which will bewilder the
wise old sages among the early settlers as well as the alert youngsters
of the present generation.
Friday, June 5, will see the beginning of the big three-day program of
climactic events which will be the
high spot of the centennial celebration. There will be special assembly
programs in all of the schools in the
morning, the dedication of a bronze
tablet marking the original site of
the Hill Cottage tavern and a children's parade in the afternoon, and
an extraordinary program of street
dancing and professional entertainment in the evening.
Saturday, June 6, will begin with
unique races for the younger children
in the morning and a flower show,
baseball game, tennis tournament,
band concert and historical pageant
in the afternoon and evening.
The flower show will continue Sunday, June 7, and special church services in all of the city's houses of worship, besides a union outdoor service
in Wilder park in the evening, will
claim the attention of the centennial
guests. There will also be a gigantic parade with nearly 100 floats and
(Continued on next page)
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Plans o f C i t y o f Elms
If Elmhurst's centennial celebration
from June 3 to 13 this year is a success, as it appears it certainly must
be, most of the credit will belong to
the Elmhurst centennial commission,
the body of men which for the past
six months or more has been planning,
administering and advising various
committees, all to one end—that the
city's residents and guests may enjoy
themselves and be made conscious of
the significance of local history.
The centennial commission, appointed about a year ago by Mayor Claude
L. Van Auken, who is himself honorary chairman of the body, consists
of the following members: Dr. J. C.
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O. W. Balgemann

COMMISSION

A. D. Barnes

Bay, learned librarian of the famed
John Crerar library of Chicago, chairman; Otto W. Balgemann, native son
and former mayor; A. D. Barnes,
civic-minded citizen and Legionnaire;
Alben Bates, attorney at law and descendant of Elmhurst's founder, and H.
H. Robillard, long time resident and
leading mortician.
Under the direction of the centennial commission some 200 persons,
members of a score of committees,
have been working together to insure
the success of the city's birthday celebration, which will be a $5,000 party.
Funds to pay the bills have already
been raised in large part through personal contributions and the sale of
souvenir centennial stamps, and the
remainder will come from the sale of
other souvenirs, including "100 Years
of Elmhurst News."
Frank J. Maier, former city treasurer and at present treasurer of the
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Elmhurst park district, has been entrusted with the handling of the centennial funds, and Mrs. Oakley V.
Morgan has .been serving as the centennial commission's secretary.
10-DAY PROGRAM ENDS
CENTURY OF GROWTH
(Continued from Page 1)
dozens of bands and drum and bugle
corps in the afternoon.
Athletic events every day during
the following week, besides the presentation of an old-time melodrama
by the Elmhurst Community Players
at York Community high school
Thursday evening, June 11, will bring
Elmhurst's 100th birthday party to a
close. The final event will be a boxing show Saturday, June 13, during
which local youths will win the centennial championships in eight weight
classes.
The winners will not be
called upon to defend their titles until the year 2036, when Elmhurst completes another 100 years of history.
Thousands of out-of-town guests
and former residents who no longer
make their homes in Elmhurst, are
expected to visit the city during the
10-day celebration. Among the oldtimers returning there will undoubtedly be many early settlers or their
direct descendants, to whom the centennial observance will have a special
significance.
Elmhurst residents and businessmen have already caught the spirit
of the occasion, many of them contributing both time and money to insure the success of their home town's
centenary.
It is said that the first 100 years
are the hardest. If that be so, then
Elmhurst's growth and development
has been doubly remarkable and presages an even greater growth now that
the hardest century of its existence
belongs to historyMILES SATER DESIGNED
CENTENNIAL STAMPS

No scene such as this will be seen in Elmhurst during its centennial celebration from June 3 to 13, but many are the old-timers still living who can remember
when Chris Blievernieht used to "set them up," at the Cottage Hill House, which
stood just north of the North Western tracks on the east side of York street.

Miles W. Sater, Elmhurst artist
who made all of the poster stamps for
the Panama-Pacific Exposition and
the San Diego Fair of 1915, designed
the attractive souvenir stamps published by the Elmhurst centennial
commission this year.

