Classuc Home Inspechon Ser'vrce
(708) 372 0789

- | What To LO_Ok‘Fflr-When BuymgAHome -

" Your home |sn’t justa piace to live. Itis also probably the brggest and most 1mportant

‘_rnvestment you will ever make

To help you protect that rnvestment and find'a safe cemfortable place for your famrly S

s - "to call home, Classic Home Inspection Service offers the foliowmg list of some of tne T

~ things you should look at before: you buy a home to make sure you won’t end up
havmg to pay for a tot of expensrve reparrs ' :

Bﬂckwork and chlmney mortar—-r e - : : o
Look at the brickwork on the outside of the chlmney Ifitis chlpplng, crumblrng or,

_-' ~turning to powder or if the mortar is startmg to fall apart it could be very expensrve to ;
have it reparred : o e i s

'_Decks and porches-- o : o L
- Look for signs of rotting woed even under a fresh coat of parnt Soﬂ spots or

- piaces where the wood is splrntered could be a srgn of more wrdespread damage

e 'Electncal system-—-— B - -
- .Ifyou are buymg an older. home frnd out if the eiectncal panel has been upgraded

[f the service says 200 amps, it is an upgrade. A 60.or 100 amp’ panel has probably
- " not been .upgraded, and may not be enough to meet the electncrty needs of. your :

S B -famrly



A What shape are the ﬂoors m'? If the ﬂoors are hardwood do. they need to. be sanded ©o
~ and refinished? Reflmshmg isn't-very expensrve but lt rs ea5|er rf done before you o

= _ﬁ move in, While the rooms are stil empty

Heatmg—— Cee ' e |

~ Find.out how.old the fumace is, and what kind of energy is used to heat the home .
. Natural gas is generally the Ieast expensive option, but it is not available everywhere.
- Oitand efectrrmty are commonly found in homes but are more expenswe especrally

| ‘;:for a house wrth baseboard heaters

- Insulatron--

" " Insulation keeps your house warm in the wmter and oool in the summer if the house'___ L
_has older plaster walls, it probably has little orno insulation. Hiring an insulation BT
.~ contractor to blow extra insulation behind the wails can be expenssve but it wm save _
e you money an your heatlng bl!ls in the Iong run ' S ‘

Parkmg—— . : L . ,
- Find out where. you can park and how many parkmg spaces come wuth the house

S Many older houses in large cities, such as Chicago, do not have a.garageor .
.- driveway. If the house does not have a driveway, can you get a parking permitfrom

' -the city to park on the street? if not do mumcrpa! regutaﬂons allow you 1o bu;ld a
(drlveway or parking spot'? - o - -

- :,_.Plumbmg—- *

. The plumbing system shoufd be oopper prpes wrth copper soldenng, or PVC (plastrc)
. piping. Old.galvanized (sﬂVerj prpes mean that the plumblng is old and will need to be
upgraded in the future o : e

Roof— - : - o o
- Is-the roofin good cond:tron’? A roof is usuelly good for 20 to 25 years Some sagns
3 that-you may need to replace or repair the roof include leaks or water stams near the o
' chlmney and on the. ceﬂlng of the top floor msnde the home : S

- '.Sewage and drains—— '_ o ‘ ' ' R
- -Run plenty of water when at the house If more. than one drain backs up or dra;ns

- “ slowly, hire a qualified inspector to find out if the sewer system and drains are

- . working properly. You should also fi nd out |f the . sewage servnce from the street has '
-been upgraded recently , , -




s 'Windoﬁvs-‘-"—

Cf yo-u‘alre}lQOkirig_‘_at' anﬁ,’oﬁldér home that has just single panes of :gl:éss~-in_ the Win,'éi_ow/s,. ,. "

you may need to upgrade to a new set of windows in the very near future..

~Ifyou are buying.an_ older home, it is _aIWay's é--_‘gbfc_)d_idéa to hire a,profefssion‘a'i'“hdme, I

~ inspector to inspect the home before you buy. A home inspection will give youa: - .
“complete understanding of the condition of the home you are buying. before you - -

 Buyit.




