
Censorship:
Dr. Seuss



Consider this case study about Dr. Seuss.



In 2017, the National Education Association (NEA), which 

sponsors Read Across America, announced its shift in 

focus toward promoting diverse children’s books and 

away from the connection to Dr. Seuss.
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https://www.nea.org/
https://www.nea.org/professional-excellence/student-engagement/read-across-america


In 2021, Dr. Seuss Enterprises then announced its 

decision to cease publication and licensing of several 

titles, including And to Think That I Saw It on Mulberry 

Street, If I Ran the Zoo, McElligot’s Pool, On Beyond Zebra!, 

Scrambled Eggs Super!, and The Cat’s Quizzer.

The organization noted that these books portray people 

in ways that are racist.

4
https://www.seussville.com/statement-from-dr-
seuss-enterprises/



Accusations of “cancel culture” were made with regards 

to these decisions; however, Dr. Seuss Enterprises was not 

suggesting bans on these six titles.

Regardless of content, the decision to stop publishing 

books actually happens to thousands of books every year 

based on sales numbers.
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For many, regardless of politics, there is a disconnect 

between books that feel nostalgic and familiar from their 

childhood and accusations that they could be offensive or 

hurtful.

The ongoing re-evaluation of these classic works is part of 

the larger debate about the lack of representation in 

children’s literature and its creators.
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EPL owns over 30 titles by Dr. Seuss, including the now 

out-of-print If I Ran the Zoo, And to Think That I Saw It on 

Mulberry Street, and On Beyond Zebra!, and these titles 

are subject to the same Collection Management Policy

as all other materials at EPL.

7

https://elmhurstpubliclibrary.org/lib/wp-content/uploads/6.1-Collection-Management-2.pdf


Browse additional information

Statement: Dr. Seuss Enterprises

Article: Is the Cat in the Hat Racist? Read Across America Shifts Away From Dr. Seuss and Toward Diverse Books

Article: Dr. Seuss Books Are Pulled, and a ‘Cancel Culture’ Controversy Erupts
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https://www.seussville.com/statement-from-dr-seuss-enterprises/
https://www.slj.com/story/cat-hat-racist-read-across-america-shifts-away-dr-seuss-toward-diverse-books
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/04/books/dr-seuss-books.html



