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The Editor's Say So! 

Dr. J. Christian Bay i s 85. His name i s known 
by every librarian and rare book dealer in the land, 
and by a great many abroad. Many bibliophiles and 
everyday col lectors have read his popular biblio-
philic and scholarly books; a few axe lucky to 
p o s s e s s them. 

His Handful of Western Books I, II and III, have 
been the guide to U.S.-iana collectors for twenty 
years . The first volume appeared at Christmas, 
1935 "Pr iva te ly Printed for the Friends of Walter 
M.Hi l l , " in an edition of 350 copies (Torch P res s ) . 
Below the title page is the proverb: " ' T i s youth in 
man that makes h i s to ry . " 

Dr. Bay has made history since he was born in 
Rudk^bing, Denmark, October 12, 1871. This may 
be exaggerating a point but his school years began 
when he was four. He took " R e a l e k s a m e n " at 15; 
studied assiduously under Professor Rasmus 
Pedersen at the Universit) of Copenhagen until he 
left in 1892 for St. Louis . His first bibliographical 
contribution appeared in Botanisk Tidsskrift, 1890. 

Since his first position as an ass i s t an t at the 
Missouri Botanical Garden in St. Louis (under the 
direction of Dr. William Tre lease) , Dr. Bay has 
been a productive giant with his pen. Not only has 
he made his imprint in l i terature: the sc iences , 
bel les le t t res , biography and bibliography; but he 
has served the Library of Congress well (from 1901 
to 1905), and the John Crerar Library (from 1905 
to 1947) where he has been Librarian Emeritus 
since 1947. 

In his bibliography / . Christian Bay at Seventy 
(1941), Kanardy L. Taylor l i s t s 160 i tems. Walter 
M Hill remembered the occasion too for in that 
year he published The Fortune of Books: Essays, 
Memories and Prophecies of a Librarian, by J. 
Christ ian Bay (pp. xi, 442). Th is magnificent book, 
with many portrai ts and facsimiles , contains thirty 
p ieces of Dr. Bay ' s work under the subheads: 
"Bookmen and S c i e n t i s t s , " "Library L i f e , " 
" B o o k s and Literary E v e n t s , " "Time and 
C h a n c e " and "Amer icana . " This book has also 
become a scarce item. Since then, the honored 
Librarian Emeritus has continued writing his 
memorable Christmas books, printed by the Torch 
P r e s s and Simon Gullander at Skjern, for his many 
loyal friends. Sandwiched in between he has written 
such e s says and bibliographical papers as "Some 
Vital Books in Science: 1848-1947," which appear
ed in Science, Vol. 107, and which we reprint in 
this number through the courtesy of the author and 
the publisher. 

The cover picture of Dr. Bay was taken on his 
eighty-fifth birthday in the banquet hall of the 
famous Aksel Nielsen Restaurant in Chicago, by 
Kenneth Smith of the Engstrom Studio. It is publish
ed without the knowledge of Dr. Bay, who resents 
publicity like a bibliophile resen ts Anobium 
hirtum. We trust Dr. Bay will forgive us this time, 
we promise not to run his picture again until he 
reaches the century mark. 

We are planning another special i ssue for 
February. Some important Lincoln material has 
come our way, and we are prepared to bring some 
fabulous Lincoln pictures in this number. We 
are open for suggest ions and welcome contri
butions. 

L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R 

Drawing by Frank Ron 

• 

Dear Mr. Thorsen: 

Columbia University is preparing for publication 
a new and complete edition of the papers of 
Alexander Hamilton. 

The editors wish to locate any let ters to or from 
Hamilton and any other Hamilton documents that 
are in private hands. If any one p o s s e s s e s such 
documents, the editors would appreciate any infor
mation on their whereabouts and availability. 

Very truly yours, 
Harold C. Syrett 
The Papers of Alexander Hamilton 
Box 9 Butler Library 
Columbia University 
New York 27, New York 

THE AMERICAN BOOK C O L L E C T O R , October, 1956, Vol. VII, No. 2. Publ i shed monthly except July and August. Entered as second 
c l a s s matter at the post office in Ch icago , I l l inois , under the Act of March 3. 1879. Editor and Pub l i sher , W. B. Thorsen: Assoc ia te 
Editor, Alexander McQueen; Book Review Editor, Julian Lee Rayford. Publ ica t ion Office, 1822 School St. , Chicago H , 111. (GRaceland 
2-2522). Yearly subscr ip t ion S5.00, three years 112.00. Copyright 1956, by William B. Thorsen . 

Th« Amer ican Rook Collector 
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'It is an ;;.ct of gracious ^onsiueration th= t you vlsh 

to *;ive heed to the sonic*, hat. su. enmr:u(:ted ideas thst blend 

in ey ninci as D oixture of reminiscence rmci .prophesy. It is 

the order of the d: y to prophesy upon existential principles 

rather than or, past experiences. Men of th« year f71 - I 

naaie vith deep respect Koch, Bishop, Hod en and Vindsor - h*.v« 

bv.en inspire;! C**s I, 2 lesser relic o.ff.7i, confess to be) 

rather by the cumulated experience one traaitior. of rg€;s. 

'•'Iv n,, of you clos-: the doors of Un. past and hc&in o nev era. 

liev systems « velop everyvhere ab.vut us, innocently caoin-

eere->. ,y such as ;*:nov: intiiaot-cly the ::i :haries 0:' lifer* el s 

but perforce r.r< denied th*" pleasur€ of opening the books. 

My first thought vas to vish upon you a fourth hane-

fi'.i western * * i j 
'T*!-! ;r ucvever, nov ore i i gur ine 

.; i _ - * * * 

p: roach tlo • i l l ior ,raphee 

oo 

i or: i. i ' . 

vry , and Intro uce •: U ol f r i end , S i r J 

x.l in ; round about 

OL M. B s r r i * , one c 

the l a s t ot' our 0- cul . . r F a t h e r s , inspired and prophet ic . I 

demonstrate c y^u h i s l a s t book nance for rrystie Miss J u i i t 

Logan, vhose e therea l e v i o t - n e e rial: 13 us cvare o:* h i s tory 

ou i te os f o r c e f u l l y 00 Peter Pan, vingin^ upv ra, dra-.'s us 

beyond i t . Of b i b l i o g r a p h i c i n t e r e s t i s that Miss J u l i e 

book of pure- f i c t i o n ever hencree by 



special publication (London having beer, paved vith books 

£or centuries) as a supplement to the jLjuv̂ s (lecemb r 2*., 

1931). One hundred copies or this origin:.! iss^c we e 

numbered and signed by Sir James end bound, - hut I warn 

you th:.t copies exist, ingeniously manufactured and si^n* : 

in that bibliopegic 1 boratory impromptu: was it :t the 

Isle of ".'i iic': vho e Dicicer.s a I o : - s ssld bo have been 

:iven a'ttention. Less exposed to counterfitins was the 

issue in 1930 of fifty privately printed copies of Barrlefs 

early essays collected under fcho title The. ̂ Xu'OTu-iuu- H?it 

and printed for the io rl Baldwin of Bewdley, K.C.. - th€ 

cony I now rhov to you having served for the edification o 

;.d: end John Galsworthy, to whom it r: ever is "affection-

at'ly1' inscribed. My point ir producing it is to show that 

even e rag or nevspper in a gutter, its message- forgotten, 

- such an object, as imuortali~.ee: in one of these essays, 

n?y serve the ultinr te purpose of bibliography, which I 

understand "o be efinitive chi racteri?; tion of form : nj 

contents* 

I aanir< Br Tie as one provincicllst ncmircs an:: the: 

My own provincialism began with my father, who c^mc f:• .... s 

island in Denmark, a.s remote -s Thrums, to California in 

1851* a seafaring mm, s vigilante • :uu a member of the San 

Francisco Keystone Lodge of Scottish Ma ons. He was un In 

;hr Sierra L.Vv-dc 'bout the timo (Christm .. eve, 185 ) \»l"ui 

Professor Lindle, in London gave to QUI bi;j trees th< n-.me 

http://imuortali~.ee


V e i l i n g t o n i 3 , vhicl; i . •• 1« l* hour vos changed to 

>%..- -..••"*.1 Per-., roo i.rA V.v.:-hlr:.:f!; •;"•! ., respect ive of tvo 

gen* :•: , h i s or. c< the Diaoe being ruled out . 

Those v- re the years who:: our a nay e n g i n e e r s 

s t u r d i l y surveyed our Vest- rn country end l e f ' a rici 

d o s s i e r or d e s c r i p t i o n c--nd adve :ture, g iving a l s o to a 

wondering ho.de of pioneers a treasur* of authent ic 

p i c t u r e s of oar na t ion i landscape* Too l i thographs vc 

f ine in the Pac i f i c Railroad r ports snu other, s i a u l a r , 

public: t i o n s , never h^ve been e "urled. One oi' the sur-

veyors j Uildvin I 'o l lhausen , vrote tvo e x c e l l e n t vorks 

about h i s journeys and l a t e r nea r ly a hundred t a l e s of 

Auieric/m type snt- forms of l i f e . .lie Varies r.i.::rs i._ ti-e 

P r a i r i e s a.rao - e s e r t s •,. f l i ; r J i An eric:) v?s the f i r s t boor 

on thi Vest the : i rea ;:• 

My father returned to Pt-nnr/rk ii: 1S66 j.o;. a* ylr, : 

overl:n: i . Tin p r a i r i e s scattered :vor th< Ml • l e . -01:0/ 

impressed him deeply. Go when I , tventy-scven years 

l a t e r , e aie co Iova, a young :o. naiv< o o t a n i s t , in • .7 

tventy second y e a r , 1 expected so "in. p r a i r i e s eve-^y-

v/here. To ray aiac zei^ent, not f-ver aha >.:..« p r a i r i e v s 

found i: the then aost v:.luTiir.ous handbook of geoloi?, s 

even tr.oogli a score of s c i e n t i s t s ay tree t aiao. had de

bated tra pv :.ie;-j of the j r i ^ i n of ti i s for:: of lend-

scape* Iri 1B93 i^rof. Le . . . P.*...;.:<.! hunt; 0. in vain fo ?. 

Dice* of n a t i v e >rair ie r Iova. Co iid a s t r l v a r t . 

http://ho.de
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Missouri. After 190$, when 1 went to Crerar, Chicago 

for many years offered fine opportunities for special

ized personal collecting efforts, even in most narrov 

fields. But my domain also widened. While concen

trating or. love or Nebraska one is tempted to cross 

Lake Michigan and the Ohio River, to look beyond 

Detr.it or into Kentucky, or peep beyond the Rocky 

Mountains. Overland journeys lead us into r mote places 

where any hill or road crossing is significant. Anyhow 

may one avoid the Leg the rstocking Teles vhen they stare 

you in the face? In my case, The La s & of the hohieens t 

uncut and in blue hoards, literally fell into my lap in 

Chicago, anri X had a nice half-binding out on the two 

volumes! But that happened long before Herschel V. 

Jones appeared on the scene and preached about leaving 

books rs far as possible in their original state. 

In my "handfuls" I nave mentioned numerous fine 

Western books easy to obtain in Chicago earing the first 

quarter of our century but now never seen. Let us agree, 

hovever, that currently, year oy year, nev. jewels turn 

up to be garnered by those vho possess the needed in

stinct for permanency -f interest. This perennial com

fort brightened my days, as they elsevise were directed 

to promote tee velfar* of e rapioly growing scientific, 

technical ana medical reference library, the healthy 

growth.of which involved an instinct for, end knowledge 

http://Detr.it


of anatomic illustration; his collection vas villed to tht 

University or Chicago. -lr. Charles Rubins acquired source-

material on Dickens, and the Hanierre end Ventworth ECCU il

lations became scattered by auction. Dr. Irving S. Cutter 

very deliberately brought together the Western oo~k£ now 

housed in the Chicago Tribune tower. Tnc choice little 

Americana collection donated by Senator V21. Mason to the 

Urbc.ru Public Libra ry^ ca:ae upon the auction cable. Inosc 

were the years vhen genial l.'.iilir r* S»aith Kason, of 

Evanston, brought together his fa sous Franl.llniana, sur

rounded by an extraordinary appar: bus of sources on our 

V.'ar of Independence} this enormous treasure, c: iefully 

selected, nov ornaments ^<-lc„ Mr. D. Eenno gave attention 

to English poetic cl; ssics. Partly through Chic..,;o con

nections ftr. V. T. ri. Howe, of Cincinnati, built up a 

towering :.i: ss of literary ansa ents, English, American, 

books :.J:C aanuscriptsj which :t his c<ath was purchase, by 

Dr. Berg and donated to the Ne* York Public Library. 

Earlier Dr. Nicholas Senn had asse-ribled by purchas-

several large European uecic 1 collections, which wore 

donated to the Newberry Library, v?hence chcy caat ay trans

fer to the Crerar. 

In those years I unofficially ^ v advice tc Mr. 

Cyrus H. McCoraick and at tines stood between him and Mr. 

H« V, Jon« s in their contentions for rarlssima.. Jones was 

i kei-n, s.iect.* cul r plunder, first for early eior.î les of 

http://Urbc.ru


of, books of a vsstly different order, but not •>:: less 

importe.nce. 

To get away from :iysclf, let a< sketch briefly 

th€ bosk-collecting scent as it looked then. V'e had 

here, in our early aryz, formidable maamtes, such as 

John A. Gpoor and the Valentir.es, speci Ii:in^ in 

English literature. Mr. Dpoor assembled his uni .ue 

Charles Lemb eoilecuioi:, which the Livingstone: cata

logue •. Mr. Hubbard c me over r?:..> Michigan in search 

of co lon* ] '•-, '•:<-••?•• • <• ,••-",- '.»-•• ci • rrt«3 Mr* H- ro l r ' 

McCor'iick wished fur a fe: unique incunabula • .iv: class

ic:-! philosophy, while her brother-in-law, Mr. Cyrus H« 

McCorriick, favored coloria! Americana, especially Vir-

ginica. Gentle Mr. tuv re Everett Ayer sought historical 

American anc Bat' rial on oui" Indians. L<r. Otto L. 

Schniut filled his house- with valuable rarities of £.11 

kinds, somewhat liKt Mr. Ayer, - and, like hia, proved 

wholesome phil ntropic motives. Privj te collect!>ns 

numbering from 5000 to i>0,0>0 volumes, were not scarce 

in Chic: :;o and suburbs eerly i.. the century. Mr. 

Ellsworth's treasury counted better than Dr. H. reported 

then in 1 ter years, and Mr. Charles Gunther assembled 

vas «t: r»r»1 lor-M* ->Llt;C ,ions, notably Lincolniana, incunabul.- anc 

manuscripts. Genial Dr. Mortiner Fraiu; brought together 

early Illustrated Medical works &nd usee the: in pre

paring tin expanded edition of Choulant's '.ark on the hisco 

http://Valentir.es
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