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The Editor’s Say So!

Dr. J. Christian Bay is B5. His name is known
by every librarian and rare book dealer in the land,
and by a great many abroad. Many bibliophiles and
everyday collectors have read his popular biblio-
philic and scholarly books; a few are lucky to
possess them.

His Handful of Western Books I, 11 and IIl, have
been the guide to U.S.-iana collectors for twenty
years. The first volume appeared at Christmas,
1935 *'Privately Printed for the Friends of Walter
M. Hill,”" in an edition of 350 copies (Torch Press).
Below the title page is the proverb: "*’Tis youth in
man that makes history."

Dr. Bay has made history since he was born in
Rudkédbing, Denmark, October 12, 1871. This may
be exaggerating a point but his school years began
when he was four. He took '"'Realeksamen’’ at 15;
studied assiduously under Professor
Pedersen at the University of Copenhagen until he
left in 1892 for S&. Louis. His first bibliographical
contribution appeared in Botanisk Tidsskrift, 1890.

Since his first position as an assistant at the
Missouri Botanical Garden in St. Louis (under the
direction of Dr. William Trelease), Dr. Bay has
been a productive giant with his pen. Not only has
he made his imprint in literature: the sciences,
belles lettres, biography and bibliography; but he
has served the Library of Congress well (from 1901
to 1905), and the John Crerar Library (from 1905
to 1947) where he has been Librarian Emeritus
since 1947.

In his bibliography J. Christian Bay at Seventy
(1941), Kanardy L. Taylor lists 160 items. Walter
M Hill remembered the occasion too for in that
year he published The Fortune of Books: Essays,
Memories and Prophecies of a Librarian, by ].
Christian Bay (pp. xi, 442). This magnificent book,
with many portraits and facsimiles, contains thirty
pieces of Dr. Bay's work under the subheads:
““Bookmen and Scientists,” "‘Library Life,”
““Books and Literary Events,” ''Time and
Chance’ and ''Americana.’”’ This book has also
become a scarce item. Since then, the honored
Librarian Emeritus has continued writing his
memorable Christmas books, printed by the Torch
Press and Simon Gullander at Skjern, for his many
loyal friends. Sandwiched in between he has written
such essays and bibliographical papers as "'Some
Vital Books in Science: 1848-1947," which appear-
ed in Science, Vol. 107, and which we reprint in
this number through the courtesy of the author and
the publisher.

Rasmus

THE AMERICAN BOOK COLLECTOR,

Q\\ V‘lc};"ri ca

Qctober, 1956, Vol. VII, No. 2. Published monthly except July and A
class matter at the post office in Chlcngo Illinois, under the Act of March 3, 1879, Editor and Publisher, W.

Editor, Alexander McQueen; Book Review Editor, julaan Lee Rayford. Publication Office, 1822 School St.,

The cover picture of Dr. Bay was taken on his
eighty-fifth birthday in the banquet hall of the
famous Aksel Nielsen Restaurant in Chicago, by
Kenneth Smith of the Engstrom Studio. It is publish-
ed without the knowledge of Dr. Bay, who resents
publicity like a bibliophile resents Anobium
birtum. We trust Dr. Bay will forgive us this time,
we promise not to run his picture again until he
reaches the century mark.

LR RN
We are planning another special issue for
February. Some important Lincoln material has

come our way, and we are prepared to bring some
fabulous Lincoln pictures in this number. We
are open for suggestions and welcome contri-
butions.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Drawing by Frank Ross

Dear Mr.

Thorsen:

Columbia University is preparing for publication
a new and complete edition of the papers of
Alexander Hamilton.

The editors wish to locate any letters to or from
Hamilton and any other Hamilton documents that
are in private hands. If any one possesses such
documents, the editors would appreciate any infor-

mation on their whereabouts and availability.

Very truly yours,

Harold C. Syrett

The Papers of Alexander Hamilton
Box 9 Butler Library

Columbia University

New York 27, New York

ust. Entered as second
. Thorsen: Associate
Chicago 13, 1ll. (GRaceland

2-2522). Yearly subscription $5.00, three years 312.00. Copyright 1956, by William B. Thorsen.
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In my VYhandfuls" I have mentioned numeirous fine

Vestern bhooiks sasy to obtoln in Chicago curing the first

guarter of our century but nov never secen Let us asrec
however, that currently, yerr oy yesr, uew jevels fturn
up to be gernercd by those who possess the needed in-
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