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Dr. Frederick Bates 1857-1920

In addition to his prominence as a medical professional,
Frederick Bates was a noted community organizer and

plaved a significant role in chronicling Elmhurst’s history

Born in Elmhurst on October 8, 1857, Bates (1[)(']1:'(1 his
medical practice in 1884. His combination home and office
was located on the southwest corner of York Street and Park
Avenue until he had the structure moved to Cottage Hill
Avenue in 1913,

Bates was village clerk from 1885 to 1886 and village trustee
from 1886 to 1887 and 1894 to 1896. He was also a mem-
ber of the school board, president of the Building and Loan
Association and treasurer of the Electric Light Company.
He organized Elmhurst's first library and helped found the
Elmhurst Spring Water Company. In 1890, this company
supplied Elmhurst residents with running water for the first
fme.

Bates wrote a series of articles about the history of Elmhurst
which first ran in the Elmhurst Press and was later
published as a booklet called, **Old Elmhurst.”




